
January 7, 1988 

flJear 'Wulffraats! 

%.e Cine of ants, marclii.ng four a6reast up from tft.e fCoor, Coof.:!.a Cif.:!. 'Efiza6etfi s first magic 
marf.:!.r graffiti on tft.e new{y-paintea kitcft.en wall, a ranMm swing of a Cine witfi squiggfes 
ana tfetours arouna unitfentifia6fe fanamark§_ jfs 1(p.ren (I am sure) lias tora you, tft.e ants ar­
rivecf in 'J..[ovem6er, just as tfie !Jfo{Ufay Season 6egan. It was tft.ey, I am sure, tfiat sfow{y 
picf.:!.a away at Cfiristmas ana carriea it off on tft.eir mi£[ion Cittfe 6ack§ so tfiat sutUfenfy, in 
January, Cfiristmas was a£[ gone, feaving 6ut a sfuufow as a remintfer of its once wfiofe self. 
Lif.:!. tft.e 9vf&9vf tfiat feU untfer ant attack.. ana went from coCoiful sugar coating to soft 
cfiocofate to fina£fy just a 6rown fiazy mark.. witfi tW su6stance, a memory on tft.e sft.eEj paper 
in tft.e corner of tft.e cup60arcf. 'IOtfay, fiowever, tft.e ants are gone, too. 'Wfiife not yet 'Easter, 
tft.ey fiave nevertft.efess risen 6y tft.e tfiousands to ant ft.eaven, ft.eCpecf on tIii.s very cfay (January 
7tfi - mark..your cat:entfars) 6y a powerful insecticitfe ana a sfiop vac tfiat pick§ up 16a naiJ.s on 
agooa clay. 

'But tft.e sfuufows of tfiis Cfiristmas past contain tft.e memories of gooa tlii.ngs: .9l. 'Brook§ sfiirt 
of sucfi qua{ity tfiat I am afraicf to wear it to work..for fear of spi«ing coffee or a fioney­
aippecf ras6erry jeUy donut (pfop!) wlii.t:e negotiating freeway traffic one-fiantfecf. So I figure 
I wi{[ wear my ye«OW sGcf.:!.r on clays wft.en I wisfi to Cook..my 6est. 'l<faf cotton, too! 

.9l.na a 60l( of cft.eeses ana sausages tfiat we managecf to eat in front of tft.e fire 6efore tft.e ants 
got to it . .9l.na a k..nife (a serious kitcft.en too{) wfiicfi is virgin sfiarp ana is afways, now, tft.e 
first cfiosen for any task..el(cept k..i«ing ants. 'WIien it gets au{[ ana tirecf of cutting, We wi{[ 
pr06a6{y get anotft.er new one - simpfe peopfe Cif.:!. us just don't fiave tft.e nack..for sfiarpening 
toofs, eVen with automatic motorizecf a6rasive wft.eefs ana gadgets a60ve tft.e kitcft.en counter, 
we can never get tft.em factory sfiarp. You sfiouUf see 1(aren cutting up tomatoes! 

Lisa, tft.e 6{ue sweater is afreacfy worn out, I'm afrait£, so you may fiave to sena anotft.er rigfit 
away! Its 6een sooooo cora ft.ere tfiat tft.ere were ice-coverecf ptuUfes in front of tft.e Lucky 
9vfarf.:!.t in 9vfontcfair ana we fiave fiacf to run tft.e furnace every cfay. So wft.en we actua£fy 
founa l}.{(!Jf.ey! in tft.e sfuufows of Cfiristmas past (actua£fy, 1(p.ren Iii.tfes tfiose kinds of presents 
in tft.e 6rancnes of tft.e 'Iree, not in clark.. sfuufows wft.ere tft.ey may get Cost, ana perfiaps to 
pretena tfiat it grows tft.ere), it was Cif.:!. rain on parcft.ea tfesert sand. 'J..[ow it s a£[ gone, too! 

On tft.e clay after 'J./!-w Years, wft.en we paintea tft.e Lione{ pink.. to matcfi 'E{iza6etfi s room, We 
usecf tfiat neat winMw painting ge{ on tft.e important ef£ctricaf contacts untfer tft.e cars so we 
couUf easify pee{ tft.e paint off. 'What a great present! 'Especia£fy on tft.e engine, it worf.:!.a su­
per, aftfiougfi we sfiouUf fiave squirtea some of tft.e geC into tft.e smof.:!. funne{ 6ecause tft.e fatel( 
paint got a£[ fiara in tft.ere.. 9vfay6e if we ft.eat up tft.e engine witfi tft.e propane torcfi tft.e 
cCoggecf paint wi{[ come out. 'E{iza6etfi Coves ft.er train! 

Cfiristmas was great, ana you guys were part of it, even from far away. %.ank§ for tft.e 
presents. I fiope you get movecf in at tft.e new fiouse 6efore you fiave to sfiare wfiat you fiave 
witfi otft.ers. It s just not a 6ig enougfi 6atfiroom on %ira Street, ana getting 60tfi you ana 
tft.e new peopfe arouna tft.e kitcft.en ta6fe wouUf 6e a reaf feat! :J-{ave a fiappy new year! 

'Best Love, 


